
Parish ofNewry

Mass Times

Sunday 17 May 2020
Sixth Sunday of Easter

HOLY MASS LIVE ONLINE
Saturday
6pm   Newry Cathedral
7.30pm    St Brigid’s
 
Sunday
9am Newry Cathedral
9am  St Mary’s (in Latin)
9am  St Brigid’s (in Polish)
10.30am  St Marys
12 noon  Newry Cathedral

Monkshill Cemetery ‒ Cemetery Sunday for Monkshill Cemetery will be broadcast live on the 
Newry Cathedral webcam at 5.30pm this Sunday 17th May.
Please note:  There will be NO 5.30pm Mass.
For your safety and that of others, and to comply with the law, please do not go to or 
congregate in the Cemetery.  Participation in the service will be by webcam ONLY.
Stay Home & Stay Safe.

www.newrycathedralparish.org
LET US PRAY TOGETHER

CONTACT DETAILS FOR THE PARISH OFFICE
Due to the Covid-19 Virus we have had to take the advice of the HSC ‒  Public 
Health Agency and close the Parish Office.  The Parish Office telephones will be 
manned at all times for sick calls, Mass booking and general enquires.  The 
Telephone Number is 028 30262586.  There is a letterbox on the door at No. 40 Hill 
Street (green door ‒next door) if you need to leave any letters or correspondence.  
We the Priests of the Parish keep you the parishioners of Newry in our prayers and 
Masses at this time.

Jesus said, ‘I shall ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Advocate to be with you forever.’
          John 14:16



Congregation stands

Entrance Hymn or
Entrance Antiphon                                           Cf. Is 48:20
 
All:  Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be heard;
 proclaim to the ends of the earth:
 The Lord has freed his people, alleluia.

Priest: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and   
 of the Holy Spirit.
All:  Amen
Priest:  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the  
 Lord Jesus Christ.
All:  And with your spirit.

Priest:  Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins,   
 and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred   
 mysteries.

Priest:    Have mercy on us, O Lord.
All:           For we have sinned against you.

Priest:   Show us, O Lord, your mercy.
All:     And grant us your salvation.

Priest:  May almighty God have mercy on us,
 forgive us our sins,  
 and bring us to everlasting life.
All:         Amen

 Lord, have mercy.                Lord, have mercy.
 Christ, have mercy.               Christ, have mercy.
 Lord, have mercy.                Lord, have mercy.

All: Glory to God in the highest,
 and on earth peace to people of good will.

 We praise you, we bless you,
 we adore you, we glorify you,
 we give you thanks for your great glory,
 Lord God, heavenly King,
 O God, almighty Father.

 Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
 Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
 you take away the sins of the world,
 have mercy on us;
 you take away the sins of the world,
 receive our prayer;
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
 have mercy on us.

 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the
 Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
 with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
 Amen.

Priest:  Let us pray.

Pause for silent prayer

Priest:  Grant, almighty God,
 that we may celebrate with heartfelt devotion these   
 days of joy, which we keep in honour of the risen   
 Lord,and that what we relive in remembrance

 we may always hold to in what we do.
 Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
 who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy  
 Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
All: Amen.

Congregation Sits

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles                         8:5-8. 14-17

Philip went to a Samaritan town and proclaimed the Christ to 
them.  The people united in welcoming the message Philip 
preached, either because they had heard of the miracles he 
worked or because they saw them for themselves.  There were, 
for example, unclean spirits that came shrieking out of many 
who were possessed, and several paralytics and cripples were 
cured.  As a result there was great rejoicing in that town.
 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria 
had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to 
them, and they went down there, and prayed for the 
Samaritans to receive the Holy Spirit, for as yet he had not come 
down on any of them: they had only been baptised in the name 
of the Lord Jesus.  Then they laid hands on them, and they 
received the Holy Spirit.

 The word of the Lord
All:  Thanks be to God.

(R)  Cry out with joy to God all the earth.

1. Cry out with joy to God all the earth,
 O sing to the glory of his name.
 O render him glorious praise.
 Say to God: ‘How tremendous your deeds!  (R) 

2. ‘Before you all the earth shall bow;
 shall sing to you, sing to your name!’
 Come and see the works of God,
 tremendous his deeds among men.  (R) 

3. He turned the sea into dry land,
 they passed through the river dry-shod.
 Let our joy then be in him;
 he rules for ever by his might.  (R) 

4. Come and hear, all who fear God.
 I will tell what he did for my soul:
 Blessed be God who did not reject my prayer
 nor withhold his love from me.  (R) 

A reading from the first letter of St Peter                               3:15-18
                  
Reverence the Lord Christ in your hearts, and always have your 
answer ready for people who ask you the reason for the hope 
that you all have.  But give it with courtesy and respect and 
with a clear conscience, so that those who slander you when 
you are living a good life in Christ may be proved wrong in the 
accusations that they bring.  And if it is the will of God that you 
should suffer, it is better to suffer for doing right than for doing 
wrong.
 Why, Christ himself, innocent though he was, had 
died once for sins, died for the guilty, to lead us to God.  In the 
body he was put to death, in the spirit he was raised to life.

 The word of the Lord.
All:  Thanks be to God.

Congregation stands

THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

INTRODUCTORY RITES

GREETING

PENITENTIAL ACT

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING

RESPONSORIAL PSALM        Ps 65:1-7. 16. 20. R v.1

SECOND READING

THE COLLECT

 

THE GLORIA



ACCLAMATION                         Jn 14:23

All:  Alleluia, alleluia!
 Jesus said: ‘If anyone loves me he will keep my word,
 and my Father will love him, and we shall come   
 to him.’ Alleluia!

Priest: The Lord be with you.
All: And with your spirit.
Priest: A reading from the holy 
 Gospel according to John                                      14:15-21
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to his disciples:

 ‘If you love me you will keep my commandments.
 I shall ask the Father,
 and he will give you another Advocate
 to be with you for ever,
 that Spirit of truth
 whom the world can never receive
 since it neither sees nor knows him;
 but you know him,
 because he is with you, he is in you.
 I will not leave you orphans;
 I will come back to you.
 In a short time the world will no longer see me;
 but you will see me,
 because I live and you will live.
 On that day
 you will understand that I am in my Father
 and you in me and I in you.
 Anybody who receives my commandments and   
 keeps them will be one who loves me;
 and anybody who loves me will be loved by my   
 Father, and I shall love him and show myself to him.’

 The Gospel of the Lord.
All:  Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Congregation sits

Congregation stands

All:  I believe in one God,
 the Father almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth,
 of all things visible and invisible.

 I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
 the Only Begotten Son of God,
 born of the Father before all ages.
 God from God, Light from Light,
 true God from true God,
 begotten, not made, consubstantial with the
 Father; through him all things were made.
 For us men and for our salvation
 he came down from heaven,

 (bow your head up to the words ‘and became man’)  

 and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin
 Mary, and became man.

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
 he suffered death and was buried,
 and rose again on the third day
 in accordance with the Scriptures.
 He ascended into heaven
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

 He will come again in glory
 to judge the living and the dead
 and his kingdom will have no end.

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
 life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
 who with the Father and the Son is adored and
 glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

 I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
 Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
 of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of
 the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Congregation sits 

Offertory Procession
The gifts of bread and wine which will become the Lord’s body
and blood are brought to the altar.
The celebrant raises the host on the paten saying:

Priest:  Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
 for through your goodness we have received
 the bread we offer you:
 fruit of the earth and work of human hands,
 it will become for us the bread of life.
All: Blessed be God for ever.
 The celebrant pours wine and a little water into the
 chalice, saying quietly:

Priest:  By the mystery of this water and wine
 may we come to share in the divinity of Christ
 who humbled himself to share in our humanity.
 The celebrant then raises the chalice above the 
 altar and says:

 Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
 for through your goodness we have received
 the wine we offer you:
 fruit of the vine and work of human hands,
 it will become our spiritual drink.
All:  Blessed be God for ever.
 Bowing, the celebrant says quietly:

Priest:  With humble spirit and contrite heart
 may we be accepted by you, O Lord,
 and may our sacrifice in your sight this day
 be pleasing to you, Lord God.
 Then the celebrant washes his hands, saying quietly:

 Wash me, O Lord, from my iniquity
 and cleanse me from my sin.

 Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice 
 and yours may be acceptable to God,    
 almighty Father.

All:  May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your
 hands for the praise and glory of his name,
 for our good and the good of all his holy Church. 

Priest:  May our prayers rise up to you, O Lord,
 together with the sacrificial offerings,
 so that, purified by your graciousness,
 we may be conformed to the mysteries of your   
 mighty love. Through Christ our Lord.
All:  Amen

Congregation stands

 

HOMILY

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

GOSPEL

THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

THE CREED



Priest:  The Lord be with you.
All:  And with your spirit.
 
Priest:  Lift up your hearts.
All:  We lift them up to the Lord.

Priest:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All:  It is right and just.

PREFACE (V of Easter)

Priest:  It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
 at all times to acclaim you, O Lord,
 but in this time above all to laud you yet more   
 gloriously, when Christ our Passover has been   
 sacrificed.

 By the oblation of his Body,
 he brought the sacrifices of old to fulfilment
 in the reality of the Cross and, by commending   
 himself to you for our salvation, showed himself the   
 Priest, the Altar, and the Lamb of sacrifice.

 Therefore, overcome with paschal joy,
 every land, every people exults in your praise
 and even the heavenly Powers, with the angelic hosts,
 sing together the unending hymn of your glory,
 as they acclaim:

ACCLAMATION

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
 Hosanna in the highest.
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest.

Congregation kneels

Priest:  You are indeed Holy, O Lord,
 and all you have created 
 rightly gives you praise,
 for through your Son our Lord Jesus Christ,
 by the power and working of the Holy Spirit,
 you give life to all things and make them holy,
 and you never cease to gather a people to yourself,
 so that from the rising of the sun to its setting
 a pure sacrifice may be offered to your name.

 Therefore, O Lord, we humbly implore you:
 by the same Spirit graciously make holy
 these gifts we have brought to you for consecration,
 that they may become the Body and + Blood 
 of your Son our Lord Jesus Christ,
 at whose command we celebrate these mysteries.

 For on the night he was betrayed
 he himself took bread,
 and, giving you thanks, he said the blessing,
 broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying:
 
 TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,
 FOR THIS IS MY BODY
 WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.

 In a similar way, when supper was ended,
 he took the chalice
 and, giving you thanks, he said the blessing,
 and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:

 TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT,
 FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD,
 

 THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL COVENANT,
 WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR
 MANY FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.

 DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.

Priest:    The mystery of faith.

All:        We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
 and profess your Resurrection
 until you come again.

Priest:   Therefore, O Lord, as we celebrate
 the memorial of the saving Passion of your Son,
 his wondrous Resurrection and Ascension into
 heaven, and as we look forward to his second
 coming, we offer you in thanksgiving this holy and
 living sacrifice.

 Look, we pray, upon the oblation of your Church and,
 recognising the sacrificial Victim by whose death you
 willed to reconcile us to yourself, grant that we,
 who are nourished by the Body and Blood of your
 Son and filled with his Holy Spirit, may become one
 body, one spirit in Christ.

 May he make of us an eternal offering to you,
 so that we may obtain an inheritance with your elect,
 especially with the most Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother
 of God, with blessed Joseph, her spouse,
 with your blessed Apostles and glorious
 Martyrs with Saint Patrick and with all the Saints,
 on whose constant intercession in your presence we
 rely for unfailing help.

 May this Sacrifice of our reconciliation, we pray, 
 O Lord, advance the peace and salvation of all the
 world. Be pleased to confirm in faith and charity your
 pilgrim Church on earth, with your servant Francis
 our Pope and N. our Bishop, the Order of Bishops, all
 the clergy, and the entire people you have gained for
 your own.

 Listen graciously to the prayers of this family,
 whom you have summoned before you:
 in your compassion, O merciful Father,
 gather to yourself all your children
 scattered throughout the world.
 To our departed brothers and sisters
 and to all who were pleasing to you
 at their passing from this life,
 give kind admittance to your kingdom.
 There we hope to enjoy for ever the fullness of your
 glory through Christ our Lord, through whom you
 bestow on the world all that is good.

Priest:  Through him, and with him, and in him,
 O God, almighty Father,
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
 all glory and honour is yours,
 for ever and ever.
All:  Amen.

Congregation stands

Priest:  At the Saviour’s command
 and formed by divine teaching, 
 we dare to say:

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER III

THE COMMUNION RITE

THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 



 

 
Priest:  May the Body of Christ 
 keep me safe for eternal life.

Priest:  May the Blood of Christ 
 keep me safe for eternal life.

 

All:  If you love me, keep my commandments, says the   
 Lord, and I will ask the Father and he will send you   
 another Paraclete, to abide with you for ever, alleluia.

Purifying the chalice the celebrant says quietly:
What has passed our lips as food, O Lord,
may we possess in purity of heart,
that what has been given to us in time
may be our healing for eternity.

Congregation kneels

Priest:  Let us pray.
 Almighty ever-living God,
 who restore us to eternal life in the Resurrection of   
 Christ, increase in us, we pray, the fruits of this paschal   
 Sacrament and pour into our hearts the strength of this   
 saving food. Through Christ our Lord.
All:  Amen

Priest:  The Lord be with you.
All:  And with your spirit.

Priest: May almighty God bless you
 through today’s Easter Solemnity
 and, in his compassion,
 defend you from every assault of sin.
All:  Amen

Priest: And may he, who restores you to eternal life
 in the Resurrection of his Only Begotten,
 endow you with the prize of immortality.
All:  Amen

Priest: Now that the days of the Lord’s Passion have drawn to a  
 close, may you who celebrate the gladness of the   
 Paschal Feast come with Christ’s help, and exulting in   
 spirit, to those feasts that are celebrated in eternal joy.
All:  Amen

Priest:  And may the blessing of almighty God,
 the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit,
 come down on you and remain with you for ever.
All:  Amen

 Then the celebrant, with hands joined and facing the   
 people, says:

Priest:  Go forth, the Mass is ended.
All:  Thanks be to God.

Imprimatur ‒ nihil obstat: + Most Rev Noel Treanor, Bishop of Down and Connor. 
Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal © 2010,  International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy Corporation.  All rights reserved.  Jerusalem 
Bible version of the scriptures copyright: Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd and 
Doubleday & Co. Inc.  Responsorial Psalms are copyright  The Grail and/or Geoffrey 
Chapman Ltd.  Created and published by Tara Lees, 1 Lille Park, Belfast,  BT10 0LR.  
T: 02890302817. E: tarabooklet@gmail.com.

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy name;
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread,
 and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;
 and lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.

Priest:  Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,
 graciously grant peace in our days,
 that, by the help of your mercy,
 we may be always free from sin
 and safe from all distress,
 as we await the blessed hope
 and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

All:  For the kingdom, the power and the glory
 are yours now and for ever.

Priest:  Lord Jesus Christ, 
 who said to your Apostles:
 Peace I leave you, my peace I give you,
 look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church,
 and graciously grant her peace and unity
 in accordance with your will.
 Who live and reign for ever and ever.
All:  Amen.

Priest:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All: And with your spirit.

The celebrant may add these or similar words.

Priest:  Let us offer each other the sign of peace.

All make a sign of peace, according to local custom.

Priest:  May this mingling of the Body and Blood of our Lord
 Jesus Christ bring eternal life to us who receive it.

All:  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
 have mercy on us.

 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
 have mercy on us.

 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
 grant us peace.

Congregation kneels
The celebrant says quietly:
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God,
who, by the will of the Father
and the work of the Holy Spirit,
through your Death gave life to the world,
free me by this, your most holy Body and Blood,
from all my sins and from every evil;
keep me always faithful to your commandments,
and never let me be parted from you.

Priest:  Behold the Lamb of God,
 behold him who takes away the sins of the world.   
 Blessed are those called to the supper of  the Lamb. 

All:  Lord, I am not worthy
 that you should enter under my roof,
 but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.
   

  

THE TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - WORLD MISSION SUNDAY

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

COMMUNION ANTIPHON            Jn 14:15-16                                  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

THE CONCLUDING RITES



NEWRY PARISH: Sunday 31st December 2017

NEWRY PARISH
Due to the Covid-19 Virus

we have had to take the advice of the 
HSC ‒  Public Health Agency 
and close the Parish Office.

The Parish Office telephones will be manned 
at all times for sick calls, Mass booking and general enquires.

The Telephone Number is 028 30262586
There is a letterbox on the door at 

No. 40 Hill Street (green door ‒next door) if you
need to leave any letters or correspondence.
We the Priests of the Parish keep you the 

parishioners of Newry in our prayers and Masses at this time.

Signed: Very Rev Desmond Loughran 
Administrator

Gospel Commentary 
"The Lord is my shepherd," yes, familiar.  How would you feel if you heard someone say, "The Lord is my defence 
lawyer?"  Yet that is the basic meaning of the word 'paraclete'.  It has many different connotations, of course, in 
John's gospel: spokesperson, mediator, intercessor, teacher, comforter, consoler... Everything except accuser.  There is 
hope for us all. 
 
If this sounds new to you, then you may have been thinking of God all along as your enemy and accuser.  Don’t be 
surprised: millions are in the same boat. 
 
"I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate," Jesus said; clearly, he himself is the first.  He is explicitly 
called that in 1 John 2:1, "We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the just one."  Sadly many Christians feel 
that Jesus too is their judge rather than their defence lawyer, spokesperson, mediator... The accuser is Satan, not 
Jesus!  “The accuser of our comrades has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God” 
(Rev 12:10). 
 
The other Advocate or Paraclete promised by Jesus is the Holy Spirit.  He is a witness to Jesus; he will continue the 
work of Jesus, mediating the divine presence to the disciples; he will remind them of what Jesus taught them, he will 
continue to interpret Jesus to them. 
 
At the end of volume 1 of his 3-volume book on the Holy Spirit, Yves Congar, one of the greatest of 20th-century 
theologians, has a section entitled 'Substitutes for the Holy Spirit.'  He quotes the severe criticism by a P. Pare who 
claimed that the Catholic Church has three substitutes for the Holy Spirit: the Blessed Sacrament, the Blessed Virgin 
and the Pope.  Congar writes, "This criticism is certainly exaggerated... Nonetheless, Pare is criticising something not 
entirely fanciful." Congar then goes on to quote hair-raising statements by popes, cardinals and bishops of the past 
that gave rise to Pare's criticism.  It shows clearly that when we leave the Holy Spirit out of the picture, we damage 
not only that particular doctrine of the Faith but all the other doctrines as well.  Congar continues, "Vatican II was 
explicit in giving the Holy Spirit the rightful place." 
 
Pope Pius IX (pope from 1846 to 1878), wrote, "The beginning, root and indefectible source of the unity of the Church 
is the supreme authority… of Peter and… his successors in the Roman throne."  But Pope Paul VI wrote in a very 
different vein, “It is the Holy Spirit who animates and sanctifies the Church.  He is her divine breath, the wind in her 
sails, the principle of her unity, the inner source of her light and strength. He is her support and consoler, the source 
of her charisms and songs, her peace and her joy, her pledge and prelude to blessed and eternal life.” 
 
What the soul does for the body the Holy Spirit does for the Church.  “Without the Holy Spirit,” said Ignatius of 
Laodicea (Orthodox Metropolitan, at the third assembly of the World Council of Churches at Uppsala, in 1968) “God is 
distant, Christ is merely an historical figure, the Gospel is a dead letter, the Church is just an organisation, authority is 
domination, mission is propaganda, liturgy is only nostalgia, and the work of Christians is slave labour.  But with the 
Holy Spirit, Christ is risen and present, the Gospel is a living force, the Church is a communion in the life of the Trinity, 
authority is a service that sets people free, mission is Pentecost, the liturgy is memory and anticipation, and the 
labour of Christians is divinised.”
 
Fr Donagh O’Shea, O.P.,
www.goodnews.ie

Monkshill Cemetery 
Cemetery Sunday for Monkshill Cemetery will be broadcast live on the Newry Cathedral webcam at 

5.30pm this Sunday 17th May. Please note:  There will be NO 5.30pm Mass.
For your safety and that of others, and to comply with the law, please do not go to or congregate in the 

Cemetery.  Participation in the service will be by webcam ONLY.
Stay Home & Stay Safe.

NEWRY PARISH: Sunday 17th May 2020



NEWRY PARISH ANNIVERSARIES FOR OUR DECEASED RELATIVES

Cathedral Anniversaries

Saturday 16 May  6.00pm  Vera Sheridan, Corliss Road, Crossmaglen,
     Formerly St. Patrick’s Avenue  (M.M.) 
     Jack Gallagher & deceased family members, Ryan Road, 
     Mayobridge | Freda McKevitt, College Gardens | Sean Kane, The Manse
Sunday 17 May  9.00am  John Wylie, Nicholson’s Court
    12noon  Sarah Smith, Greenlawn, Armagh Road 
     Daniel Doran, Loughview Park
Tuesday 19 May  10.30am  May Carey, Fethard, Co. Tipperary
Wednesday 20 May  10.30am  Deceased members of the Treanor family, Mill Street
Friday 22 May  10.30am  Colm McCoy, Newry & Carryduff
Saturday 23 May  6.00pm  Patsy Bentley, Greenfield Park | Kieran, Stephen & Rita Sands,
     Innisfree Park | James & Josephine McKenna, Derrybeg Drive |
     Lenny Gallagher
Sunday 24 May  12noon  Anthony & Kathleen McParland & Kay Glenn, Knockdarragh

St. Brigid’s Anniversaries 

Saturday 16 May    7.30pm  Mary & Michael Ruddy, St. Patrick’s Avenue 
     Eleanor Fegan, Killeavy Road
Saturday 23 May    7.30pm  Damien O’Hare

St. Mary’s Anniversaries

Friday 22 May    7.30pm  John & Eileen Feely, Priory Crescent | Bernard Duffy, Bridget Anne
     McAleavey & Michael McAleavey, Priory Crescent 

USEFUL PARISH TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Parochial House & Parish Office, Hill Street 02830262586/ Fax: 30267505 Email: office@newrycathedralparish.org
Newry Parish Website: www.newrycathedralparish.org

St. Catherine’s Church & Priory 02830262178
St. Joseph’s Conference St. Vincent de Paul Helpline 02830252968

St. Brigid’s Conference St. Vincent de Paul Helpline 9.00am ‒ 6.00pm 07563117101
LIFE (pregnancy care) 080 8802 5433  Accord Counselling Service (marriage) 02830263577

Samaritans 02830266366 Cruse (bereavement) 08444779400  -  Dromore Diocesan Youth Director ‒ 02830833898
Newry Conference & Banqueting Centre ‒ 02830255790

Gospel Commentary 
"The Lord is my shepherd," yes, familiar.  How would you feel if you heard someone say, "The Lord is my defence 
lawyer?"  Yet that is the basic meaning of the word 'paraclete'.  It has many different connotations, of course, in 
John's gospel: spokesperson, mediator, intercessor, teacher, comforter, consoler... Everything except accuser.  There is 
hope for us all. 
 
If this sounds new to you, then you may have been thinking of God all along as your enemy and accuser.  Don’t be 
surprised: millions are in the same boat. 
 
"I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate," Jesus said; clearly, he himself is the first.  He is explicitly 
called that in 1 John 2:1, "We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the just one."  Sadly many Christians feel 
that Jesus too is their judge rather than their defence lawyer, spokesperson, mediator... The accuser is Satan, not 
Jesus!  “The accuser of our comrades has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God” 
(Rev 12:10). 
 
The other Advocate or Paraclete promised by Jesus is the Holy Spirit.  He is a witness to Jesus; he will continue the 
work of Jesus, mediating the divine presence to the disciples; he will remind them of what Jesus taught them, he will 
continue to interpret Jesus to them. 
 
At the end of volume 1 of his 3-volume book on the Holy Spirit, Yves Congar, one of the greatest of 20th-century 
theologians, has a section entitled 'Substitutes for the Holy Spirit.'  He quotes the severe criticism by a P. Pare who 
claimed that the Catholic Church has three substitutes for the Holy Spirit: the Blessed Sacrament, the Blessed Virgin 
and the Pope.  Congar writes, "This criticism is certainly exaggerated... Nonetheless, Pare is criticising something not 
entirely fanciful." Congar then goes on to quote hair-raising statements by popes, cardinals and bishops of the past 
that gave rise to Pare's criticism.  It shows clearly that when we leave the Holy Spirit out of the picture, we damage 
not only that particular doctrine of the Faith but all the other doctrines as well.  Congar continues, "Vatican II was 
explicit in giving the Holy Spirit the rightful place." 
 
Pope Pius IX (pope from 1846 to 1878), wrote, "The beginning, root and indefectible source of the unity of the Church 
is the supreme authority… of Peter and… his successors in the Roman throne."  But Pope Paul VI wrote in a very 
different vein, “It is the Holy Spirit who animates and sanctifies the Church.  He is her divine breath, the wind in her 
sails, the principle of her unity, the inner source of her light and strength. He is her support and consoler, the source 
of her charisms and songs, her peace and her joy, her pledge and prelude to blessed and eternal life.” 
 
What the soul does for the body the Holy Spirit does for the Church.  “Without the Holy Spirit,” said Ignatius of 
Laodicea (Orthodox Metropolitan, at the third assembly of the World Council of Churches at Uppsala, in 1968) “God is 
distant, Christ is merely an historical figure, the Gospel is a dead letter, the Church is just an organisation, authority is 
domination, mission is propaganda, liturgy is only nostalgia, and the work of Christians is slave labour.  But with the 
Holy Spirit, Christ is risen and present, the Gospel is a living force, the Church is a communion in the life of the Trinity, 
authority is a service that sets people free, mission is Pentecost, the liturgy is memory and anticipation, and the 
labour of Christians is divinised.”
 
Fr Donagh O’Shea, O.P.,
www.goodnews.ie

St. Catherine’s Anniversaries

Saturday 16 May  7.30pm  Peter Duffy | Leo Vint | William Taylor
Sunday 17 May  11.00am  Leo McGrath | Michael & Molly Feehan & deceased family members
   12.15pm  Benefactors of the Church & Priory | Maureen Graham & family
     Marie McCabe
Monday 18 May  7.30pm  Kathleen Mallon
Wednesday 20 May    7.30pm  Jim McMillan
Friday 22 May  7.30pm  Una Rice (M.M.)
Saturday 23 May  7.30pm  Jacqueline Morgan (M.M.) | Kathleen McConville
     Hugh Heaney | Billy Campbell | Karl Healy
Sunday 24 May  11.00am  Anne & Frank Blair | Oliver Maguire
   12.15pm  Benefactors of the Church & Priory  

NEWRY PARISH: Sunday 17th May 2020
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